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combined digital and analogue
system, although the volume
control is only act ive for the
headohones.

The aluminium caseworK

can be soeci f ied wi th a b lack

anodised scratch resistant

f in ish,  but  in standard form is

intended to be a match wi th

that on the current range of

Mac  M in i s .The  d imens ions

are ident ical  at  l64mm width

and depth and 42mm high,

making for  an aesthet ical ly

pleasing combinat ion.  Al though

obviously designed wi th Macs

in mind i t  is  compat ib le wi th

Windows operat ing systems

as wel l  as a l l  malor  game

consoles v ia the USB input .

There are also coaxia l  and

opt ical  S/PDIF connect ions but

no balanced inputs or  outputs.

SOUIIII, QUATITY
Sonical ly  i t  proved to be a

real  ear opener,  provid ing the

f i rst  real ly  three dimensional

soundstage of  th is group,  a long

with a fu l l  bodied sound that

was agi le and wel l  def ined,

let t ing me enjoy the detai l  in

the strumming of  the harp in

the Bizet  p iece,  or  the f lutes

complement ing the sound of

Domingo's voice.With the

- refined tonality
- expansive soundstage i

CENTRANCE DAC MINI f72O

ounded in 2000,
CEntrance develops,
l icenses and distr ibutes
audio products and has
worked with industry
names such as Waves,

Benchmark, Lavry and Mackie.
They also design chips forAnalog
Devices and Texas lnstruments as
well  as many others.The DAC Mini
is unusual for featuring a head-
phone output with volume control,
and l ine level analogue inputs which
al low it  to be the hub of a

Monterey recording, for the first

time I was aware of the outdoor

ambience surrounding the s i tar

and tabla,  both of  which seemed

to interact with each other with

greater accuracy.The speed and

attack of the teental rhythm had

an urgency that only the Arcam

had come close to d isplaying,  and

it was the first of these DACs

to disentangle the s l ight ly  phasey

effect of the audiences rapturous

resPonse at  the end of  the concert .
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Treble definition also benefitted
the Poppycocks CD, taking the
splash out of the cymbals, and
vocals f inal ly acquired a truthful
t imbral balance. Even dodgyYou
Tube transfers of 1960s videotapes
were played in a palatable manner,
and it sang with high quality .wav
fi les.As such I am truly impressed
with this machine - although nearly
twice the price of the other DACs
tested so far, the performance made
the extra cost really worthwhile.

m
Well specified 0AC/headphone I
amplifier with a super, three I
dimensional sound. I
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